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90. 1795 S76b R1 Plain Edge G4.  The sharpness 
is a couple points higher, but the entire coin is very 
lightly and evenly granular.  The fields are medium 
chocolate brown with lighter tan brown highpoints, 
and the overall look is simply not too bad.  All details 
remain plainly visible through the minor roughness.  
Ex-Coleman Foster 05/27/09;

91. 1795 S78 R1 Plain Edge G6.  Authenticated 
and graded by ANACS as VG10 in an old, small 
white holder. EAC grade VG7 net G6 due to very 
finely granular surfaces.  The roughness is really not 
too bad, just enough to knock off a point or two, and 
the color is an attractive medium brown.  No obvious 
problems despite the faint roughness, certainly 
nothing out of line for this level of preservation.
 
92. 1796 S81 R3 Liberty Cap AG3.  The obverse 
is fully G6; the reverse is just FR2.  Medium brown 
with some underlying black corrosion, strongest 
on the obverse, and that side has been thoroughly 
smoothed to minimize the corrosion.  LIBERTY, the 
portrait, and the date remain full and bold.  

93. 1796 S81 R3 Liberty Cap VG7.  F12 with 
medium brown, matte surfaces that exhibit light even 
pitting across both sides.  No other significant defects 
to speak of, and most of the details remain plainly 
visible despite the pitting.  The date is bold.

94. 1796 S82 R5 Liberty Cap AG3.  The 
typical G6 obverse mated with a FR2 reverse.  A 
steel brown example with a mostly natural look but 
some evidence of an old cleaning due to some subtle 
orange and blues on the obverse.  A few tiny marks 
on the obverse, but nothing out of line for this grade.  
Overall pretty nice for a low-grade S82, and I think 
everybody will agree with the net AG3 assessment.

95. 1796 S83 R4 Liberty Cap AG3.  VG8 
but very dark chocolate brown from overall light 
corrosion, and with a visibly wavy appearance from 
multiple bends in the planchet.  Additionally there 
are some significant rim bumps on both sides.  All 
details remain visible on both sides, including a full 
bold date.

96. 1796 S84 R3 Liberty Cap G6.  VG10 
with a really gorgeous obverse.  You know what’s 
coming next – the reverse is covered with a half-
dozen significant dents that cause a major distraction 
on that side.  Each dent is about 1mm in diameter.  
The color is a very pretty, attractive medium brown, 
although the presence of rainbow hues suggest an 
ancient cleaning.  One of those “darn” coins, because 
the obverse is quite exceptional.

97. 1796 S87 R3 Liberty Cap G4.  G6 with very 
light, evenly granular surfaces that leave the surfaces 
a very dusky matte dark brown, and give the coin 
a somewhat “blurry” appearance.  Additionally, the 
coin is ever so slightly bent.  With the exception of 
OF on the reverse, all details remain plainly visible 
on both sides of the coin.

98. 1796 S90 R5+ Liberty Cap PR1.  A point 
sharper, but cleaned long ago and not quite fully 
recovered.  Most of LIBERTY, the entire portrait, and 
the top ¾ of the date are visible on the obverse, but 
the reverse has only fragments that are still visible.  
Those fragments help to confirm the S90 variety, 
as the reverse is rotated into full medal alignment.  
Smooth and well-worn, with no other defects aside 
from the old cleaning.
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99. Lot of 2 1796 Liberty Cap Large Cents 
PR1.  One coin appears to be S91, the other had a 
note as “S90?,”  but I do NOT believe it’s an S90.  
Both coins are fillers, with the 96 in the dates plainly 
visible, as well as portions of LIBERTY, but the lack 
of reverse details will make positive attribution a 
challenge here.  Lot of 2 low-grade fillers.

100. 1796 S91 R3 Liberty Cap G4.  G6+ in terms 
of sharpness, but faint rainbow hues give away an 
ancient cleaning, and the obverse has a significant 
vertical scrape behind the hair curls.  The reverse is 
a grade weaker as always, and the color is a medium 
brown with olive brown highpoints.  All of the 
obverse details are impressively bold.

101. 1796 S92 R3 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 AG3+.  AG3+ with central details that 
appear to achieve full G4 status.  The color is an 
original dark chocolate brown, and there are only 
minor defects to be found on either side.  The only 
one that deserves individual mention is a dull dent in 
the leaves on the reverse under ED.

102. 1796 S93 R3 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 F15.  EAC 2002 lot #195, where it was 
net-graded as F15.  Recorded in the Noyes Numistudy 
condition census as #38819, VF35 net F12 and 
CC27.  The coin is covered with light even porosity 
with a slightly heavier patch on the obverse above 
the bust tip and another on the reverse between S-OF.  
The color is a medium brown with some brighter 
undertones.  Very very sharp and not unattractive; I 
agree with the net grade of F15.
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103. 1796 S94 R5+ Draped Bust Reverse of 1797 
AG3.  G6 with original medium tan brown color 
and bold definition on the obverse.  The reverse is 
weaker as often seen, and both sides are covered with 
very light pitting that has eroded into the surfaces.  
Additionally, there are some faint album slide marks 
that cross the portrait horizontally.  Really not too 
bad despite the description, especially considering 
that it’s S94.

104. 1796 S94 R5+ Draped Bust Reverse of 1797 
VG7.  What an embarrassment of riches – TWO 
S94’s in the same sale!  Authenticated and graded by 
PCGS as “VF Details – Env. Damage.”  EAC grade 
F12 sharpness with overall light roughness, net VG7.  
Unlisted in the Noyes Numistudy condition census, 
but certainly within the top 20 examples of this rare 
variety.  The fields are dark chocolate brown, with 
lighter medium brown highpoints.  The only mark 
worth mentioning is a sharp nick at the top of the 
L on the obverse; otherwise the minor roughness is 
the only distraction.  From the Colonel Steven K. 
Ellsworth collection.

105. 1796 S96 R6 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 VG7.  Excited about the S94’s, huh?  How 
about an S96 with the bisecting reverse die crack!  
This example is recorded in the Noyes Numistudy 
condition census as #24281, F12 net VG7, and 
tied for CC8-9.  Interestingly enough, the coin this 
example is tied with for CC8-9, #28450, is also a 
late die state example, making this coin and that one 
the apparent finest known with the bisecting reverse 
die crack.  The present example certainly as F12 
details, but with light even porosity and with some 
faint hairlines hidden within the rough surfaces.  A 
more notable scratch can be seen between the 1 and 
7, but since it runs parallel with the 1, it’s not obvious 
unless you are looking for it.  Additionally, there is 
a dull dent behind the hair that has left the coin very 
slightly bent.  The color is an attractive medium 
brown with lighter brown highpoints, and the overall 
look remains positive.  By far the toughest of the 
1796 Sheldon draped bust varieties, and the cool LDS 
is certainly an interesting bonus.  From the Colonel 
Steven K. Ellsworth collection.
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106. 1796 S97 R3 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 FR2.  AG3 with brassy golden brown 
color from an old cleaning.  Both sides exhibit light 
pitting, heaviest at the top of the obverse, and the 
obverse also has some visible hairlines within the 
rough surfaces.  The date remains easily readable, 
and well over half of the reverse can be made out, 
too, including the single leaves.  

107. 1796 S98 R4 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 F15.  Sharpness VF35 with choice 
surfaces and exceptional eye appeal except for a 
large X lightly pin-scratched across the obverse. 
The only other defects are a small rim nick under 
the lowest curl and a couple more opposite the nose. 
Certainly a solid condition census example if not 
for the two scratches. Glossy medium brown and 
chocolate with frosty lighter brown covering the 
protected areas. E-MDS, Breen state II. Listed as 
VF30 net VF20 in the Breen/Bland condition census, 
and EF45 net VG10 in Noyes, his #31877.  Comes 
with an impressive provenance.  Ex-Dr. Thomas Hall 
09/07/1909-Virgil Brand-New Netherlands Coin Co. 
(privately) 09/26/51-C. Douglas Smith 1970-R. S. 
Brown, Jr.-Ray Chatham-Thomas Wolf; Goldberg’s 
/ McCawley & Grellman 02/10/08:1090.

108. 1796 S99 R5 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 AG3.  Recorded in the Noyes Numistudy 
condition census as #39680, where he EAC-grades 
the coin as G6 net AG3 and tied for CC30-31.  The 
obverse is really pretty nice, easily G5 with nice dark 
chocolate brown color and only the slightest hint of 
granularity.  A faint horizontal scratch across the bust 
and a tiny tiny rim tick above L are the only defects 
here.  The reverse, has just AG3 details and also some 
minor corrosion and some faint scratches.

109. 1796 S99 R5 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 VG7.  Several points sharper with a trio 
of shallow pitmarks at LI in LIBERTY and several 
more inside the wreath and at TE in UNITED.  The 
pitmarks contain greenish verdigris, and they do catch 
your eye.  The only signs of contact are some faint 
hairline scratches on the face and a small dig under 
the right foot of the R in AMERICA.  Otherwise 
the surfaces are smooth and very attractive.  Glossy 
chocolate brown, the highpoints a few shades lighter 
than the fields.  LDS, Breen III, with a raised retained 
cud break outside the die crack behind the head.  The 
date is strong and the legends are complete.  Recorded 
in the Noyes Numistudy condition census as F15 net 
VG7 and CC21, his #28232.  Now housed in a PCGS 
holder as “VF Details, Scratch” - ???  Ex-John Cobb; 
Robbie S. Brown, Jr.; Superior 01/27/96:138
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110. 1796 S101 R5- Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 PR1.  A point sharper with faint hairlines 
on each side, plus a few light rim bumps confined 
mostly to the obverse.  Original medium brown with 
a mostly smooth appearance to the naked eye.  About 
half of LIBERTY and the date are visible, plus just 
enough of the lower left reverse quadrant to make the 
S101 attribution.

111. 1796 S102 R4 Draped Bust Reverse of 1794 
FR2.  G4 sharpness with light even porosity that 
gives the coin a matte, slightly rough appearance and 
leaves the entire coin a bit “blurry.”  Additionally, 
there are a half-dozen serious scratches in front of 
the portrait; the reverse is a bit better with just a spot 
of pitting at F-A.  The color is a dull steel brown.  
The top half of the date remains visible, as does the 
majority of the reverse details.

112. 1796 S103 R4+ Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 with LIHERTY Error F12.  Choice glossy 
chocolate brown color and sharp VF25 details.  
Unfortunately, there is a plain “X” scratch in the field 
before the portrait, plus a collection of tiny nicks on 
and above the legends on the reverse from K8 to 
K1.  The eye appeal remains wonderful despite the 
obvious defects.  One of my favorite varieties, as 
well as a major Redbook type.  So close to stardom!
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113. 1796 S105 R5- Draped Bust Reverse of 
1797 G4.  G5 sharpness with original medium brown 
color, but with a sharp dig in the field off the point of 
the chin.  Additionally, there are some minor contact 
marks on both sides, including some faint vertical 
hairlines at the center of the reverse.  Removed from 
a PCGS G4 holder, and the PCGS label remains with 
the coin.

114. 1796 S105 R5- Draped Bust Reverse of 
1797 VG7.  F12 with evenly rough surfaces that retain 
medium brown color.  In addition to the roughness, 
there are some pits scattered across the obverse, plus 
some noticeable scratches on the reverse above AME 
and through the fraction.  This one has apparently 
been seen by EVERYBODY, including Bland as net 
VG7 with grading card; Grellman F12+ net VG7 
with grading card; and Noyes as F12 net G6 #36898.  
MDS, Breen II.

115. 1796 S106 R4+ Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 VG7.  VG8+, close to VG10, with nice light 
brown color and good eye appeal.  That color could 
be courtesy of an old cleaning, but who cares because 
its dang purdy.  The obverse has bold definition to 
the hair, but also shows some light rim bumps at K9 
and K12, as well as some random nicks and scrapes 
here and there.  The reverse is even stronger with 
bold rims and solid definition throughout.  There are 
some areas of minor roughness on the back side, but 
no singular marks worth mention.  A nice looking 
example despite the minor defects, and a great coin 
for an album or Sheldon collector.  EDS.

116. 1796 S106 R4+ Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 F12.  Authenticated and graded by PCGS as 
GENUINE.  EAC VF35 sharpness net F12 for heavy 
corrosion that creates sandpaper surfaces on both 
sides.  The roughness is slightly worse on the obverse, 
but the reverse adds a couple of minor rim bumps to 
the complaint list.  Unidentified in the Noyes census, 
but pedigreed to the Lindesmith Collection sold by 
Bowers and Merena on 03/23/00, where it was lot 85 
and offered as net VF25.  EDS.  From the Colonel 
Steven K. Ellsworth collection.
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117. 1796 S107 R5 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 G4.  Sharpness VG10 or maybe sharper, but 
very rough surfaces obscures an exact assessment.  
Very glossy, too glossy, from a thick recoloring, and 
covered on both sides with an assortment of nicks, 
scrapes, and rim bumps.  The date remains visible but 
not strong, and all but the top third of the reverse is 
plain, as well.  Apparently a semi-unique intermediate 
die state with a raised retained cud break at RTY and 
extending 8mm to the right.  The only other example 
of this die state is DWH 09/06/09 lot #181.

118. 1796 S108 R4 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 AG3.  G4 but just barely, with mostly smooth 
surfaces that are a bit blurry due to very fine 
underlying roughness.  All details on both sides are 
still visible, including the date, and with only minor 
defects that account for the net grade.  Those include 
a faint scratch across the forehead and an area of 
minor pitting near the obverse rim at K3.  Overall a 
nice example for a 1796 Draped Bust in AG3.

119. 1796 S108 R4 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 F15.  Authenticated and graded by PCGS as 
XF Details – Env. Damage.  Recorded in the Noyes 
Numistudy condition census as #28286, EF40 net 
F15 and tied for CC14-15.  Definitely EF sharpness 
but with moderate porosity and extremely dark brown 
color.  There is a significant obverse rim bump at 
K9, plus a collection of scrapes in front of the neck.  
Mixed into the roughness on the obverse are several 
lighter scratches that are mostly hidden until you put 
a glass on them.  The reverse is much more attractive 
and mostly defect-free.  Extremely well-pedigreed 
with a half-dozen envelopes, inserts, and catalog 
descriptions that accompany the coin.  Ex-Howard 
R. Newcomb 03/23/36; Willard C. Blaisdell; Del N. 
Bland 11/78; Dr. Willard J. Carmel Jr. 08/26/82; C. 
Douglas Smith; Dr. Robert J. Shalowitz; Dr. C.R. 
Chambers 01/16/88; Robinson S. Brown Jr.; Superior 
01/27/96:149; unknown; Superior 09/07/97:200; 
Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth collection until 
07/31/09.
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120. 1796 S110 R3 Draped Bust Reverse of 1794 
G6.  VG8+ in terms of sharpness, with glossy surfaces 
and very bold obverse definition.  The reverse is a 
step weaker as always, but even so, all details can 
be made out easily.  The obverse shows some fine 
scratches on the portrait, plus a couple of nicks in 
front of the chin and throat.  The color is a mottled 
mixture of chocolate brown and darker steel on the 
obverse, and a more even brown on the reverse.

121. 1796 S110 R3 Draped Bust Reverse of 
1794 VF25.  Ten points sharper but there are traces 
of very light pitting on both sides.  The obverse is 
mostly nice and smooth but there are some tiny pits 
in the field around LIBER and behind the head.  The 
reverse pitting is microscopic but more widespread.  
The only reverse pits visible without a good glass 
are one over the D in UNITED and another close 
under the N in CENT.  Just a couple minor contact 
marks including a faint scratch or long nick hidden 
in the hair over the ear and a rim nick over the E in 
STATES.  There is some extra metal on the edge at 
F-A that may be a small rim cud, but it is definitely as 
struck.  Nice glossy medium brown that gives this cent 
better eye appeal than the description might imply.  
Authenticated and graded by PCGS as GENUINE, 
and recorded in the Noyes census as #39570, VF35 
net VF20 and CC16.  Ex-EAC 2001 03/31/01:195; 
Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth collection.

122. 1796 S113 R5 Draped Bust Reverse of 1797 
G5.  VG7 sharpness with some weakness at the top of 
the obverse preventing a full VG8 rating.  The color 
is a rich dark chocolate brown, and the surfaces are 
smooth to the naked eye but faintly granular under a 
strong glass.  The obverse shows a pair of dull dents, 
plus some fine hairline scratches that lead to the G5 
net grade.  The reverse is more even in terms of wear 
and color, and also a bit nicer, with just a couple of 
tiny nicks to be found.  One of these nicks is between 
the wreath and ER, and the other is even smaller 
and located above the E in STATES.  Overall a very 
decent example of a tough R5 variety.  MDS with 
light cracks through the date.

123. 1796 S114 R5- Draped Bust Reverse of 
1797 AG3.  An original, crusty looking example 
with a full G4 obverse and a weaker reverse.  The 
fields are a dark chocolate brown, and the highpoints 
are a lighter tan brown, with some olive highlights 
throughout.  There are some minor nicks to be found, 
but these are perfectly in line with the AG3 level of 
preservation, and the only ones that require mention 
are some very fine hairlines that are well-blended 
into the patina on the reverse.  Early die state before 
either of the two rim breaks that develop later at 
LIBERTY.  
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124. 1796 S116 R5- Draped Bust Reverse of 
1795/1796 VG10.  The obverse is fully F15, the 
reverse just VG10.  Original medium brown color 
with mostly smooth surfaces.  There is a tiny rim 
nick left of the L on the obverse and another below 
the date, plus a small rough spot around the B.  The 
reverse has a faint scratch in the field and into the 
wreath left of the C in CENT, and both sides show a 
bit of black crud in the devices.  Overall a very nice 
example.  Removed from a PCGS F15 holder, and 
the PCGS label remains with the coin.

125. 1796 S117 R5+ Draped Bust Reverse of 
1797 FR2.  AG3 with glossy golden brown color from 
an old cleaning.  The obverse features about half of 
LIBERTY and more than half of the date, and a fine 
crack through the tops of RTY make the attribution 
simple.  A tiny rim nick can be found at K10, but 
overall the obverse looks pretty decent for the grade.  
The reverse shows more than half the details, and both 
sides show light pitting that is somewhat heavier on 
the back side.  All things considered, a pretty decent 
low-grade example.

126. 1796 S117 R5+ Draped Bust Reverse of 
1797 G5.  Recorded in the Noyes census as #36568, 
VF35 net G5, and tied for CC17-25.  The sharpness is 
easily VF35, but both sides are heavily corroded.  The 
obverse has it worse, with a couple of thick patches 
of raised roughness on the cheek and around the date.  
Additionally, there are a couple of dull dents here, 
too, one near the rim at K8 and another in the field at 
K4.  The reverse is better, but still shows some angry 
green raised corrosion around ATES and the wreath 
below.  The color is a very dark steel brown with 
matte surfaces.  Now housed in a PCGS Genuine 
holder.  Ex-EAC 1998 04/04/98:101; Colonel Steven 
K. Ellsworth collection.

127. 1796 S118 R5+ Draped Bust Reverse of 
1797 VG7.  Noyes #31679 as VF30 net VG7, and 
CC#11.  A very sharp but heavily corroded example 
with nearly black color and very finely granular 
surfaces.  Additionally, there is some pitting that 
is heaviest on the obverse.  On the plus side, there 
are no serious contact marks, and the rims are clean 
and clear aside from a tiny nick above the first S in 
STATES on the reverse.  A well-pedigreed example 
that includes Breen, Paschal, Chatham, Borcherdt, 
Robbie Brown, Walter Reed, and Colonel Steven K. 
Ellsworth.
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128. 1797 S121a Reverse of 1796 Plain Edge 
R7- FR2. Mostly glossy chocolate brown with 
darker chocolate toning in protected areas. No 
corrosion or verdigris, but the planchet is covered 
with light nicks. The obverse is more detailed than 
the reverse, as usual for this die pair. The date is 
complete and easily readable and LIBERTY is clear. 
Most of the reverse, however, is gone; only the 
fraction and parts of the wreath are visible. The edge 
is plain, not gripped as found on nearly all of this 
variety.  Discovered by Mark Fladgard; Dr. Wallace 
Lee; Superior / McCawley & Grellman 05/25/03: 
418:AG3; unknown; Goldberg’s / McCawley & 
Grellman 05/24/09:168; David Johnson.

129. Lot of 3 1797 Large Cents: S121b; S134; 
and S141.  A lot of three different 1797 Sheldon 
varieties.  The S121b is VG7 net G4 for granularity 
with dark chocolate brown color; the S134 is an 
attractive glossy medium brown with G6 obverse 
and FR2 reverse; and the S141 is VG8 net G4 for 
light even porosity and very dark steel brown color.  
All three coins have sharp obverse details with bold 
dates.  Lot of 3 coins.

130. Lot of 3 Mixed Coppers: 1754 Counterfeit 
George II; 1797 S123 R4; and 1798 S154 R4+.  The 
first coin is a 1754 counterfeit George II, net G4 due 
to cleaning and fine hairlines.  The other two coins 
are both better R4 varieties, and nearly identical in 
terms of quality.  The S123 and S154 each grade G6 
net G4 due to overall light even porosity.  Lot of 3 
coins.

131. 1797 S127 R4 Reverse 1797 Stems G6.  VG7 
net G6 with great color, surfaces, and eye appeal.  The 
1-point deduction is for a very faint scratch on the 
reverse thru CEN, and a tiny contact mark beneath 
the right ribbon end.  Very nice, clearly a premium 
example for the grade and variety.  E-MDS, Breen 
II.  Ex-Steve Fisher; Del Bland; Phil Ralls; Tony 
Matthews; EAC 2011 05/14/11:183

132. 1797 S130 R2 Reverse 1797 Stems VF30.  
Sharpness AU50 or slightly better but the surfaces 
are covered with very fine granularity.  The only 
contact mark is a very tiny rim tick right of the Y 
in LIBERTY.  Expertly recolored glossy medium 
brown and chocolate on the obverse, the reverse a 
uniform darker chocolate brown with a more matte 
appearance.  E-MDS.  Sharp and attractive in spite 
of the minor problems.  Removed from a PCGS slab 
where graded AU50 (the label no longer remains 
with the coin).  Graded net EF40 by Del Bland; 
Noyes #24047 as AU50 net VF30 and tied CC17-
19.  Ex-Paul Sutton; Stacks 05/73:16; unknown; 
Kagin’s 05/78:58; unknown; Mid-American Rare 
Coin Auctions 05/89:7; Martin Paul (The Rarities 
Group); Superior 10/89:911; G. Lee Kuntz; 
Superior 10/06/91:145; J.R. Frankenfield; Superior / 
McCawley & Grellman 02/17/07; Colonel Steven K. 
Ellsworth collection.
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133. 1797 S139 R1 Reverse 1797 Stems EF45.  
Fully AU50 sharpness, impressively recolored a 
glossy medium brown with olive undertones.  Marks 
are hard to come by, but a glass reveals some tiny 
nicks and minor roughness on the neck and bust, plus 
some equally inconsequential nicks on the reverse.  
The strength of the details is very impressive, and the 
overall eye appeal is very pleasing.  EDS and well-
struck with noticeably bold denticles around both 
sides.

134. 1797 S140 R1 Reverse 1797 Stems G5.  
Sharpness G6+ with very nice, smooth chocolate 
brown surfaces and bold definition in the lower curls.  
Net grade G5 due to a small planchet void, likely 
as-struck, at the bottom of the curls on the obverse.  
Very late die state with heavy swelling across both 
sides of the coin.  This swelling obscures some of the 
details on both sides, including the back of the 9 and 
all of the 7 in the date.  Very nice for the grade.

135. 1798 S146 R5- Style 1 Hair G4.  The 
sharpness exceeds VG8, but the coin is very dark, 
nearly black, and evenly granular from overall 
moderate porosity.  Definitely has the look of either a 
ground or fire recovery.  No major marks to speak of, 
and all details remain visible on both sides, including 
an easily readable date.
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136. 1798/7 S151 R3 Overdate VF20. Ten 
points sharper with two parallel horizontal scratches 
from the mouth to the rim at right. These scratches 
are very old and blend perfectly into the naturally 
glossy patina. The surfaces are mostly smooth, but 
a strong glass reveals some very faint roughness in 
the fields and protected areas, especially in the field 
under the hair ribbon and at RICA. Glossy light olive 
and reddish chocolate brown. M-LDS, Breen state 
VI. The edge displays traces of diagonal reeding, an 
abnormal planchet edge described by Breen on a few 
varieties of early large cents. The date and legends 
are bold and the overdate feature is obvious. Called 
VF20 and tied for CC#6 in the Bland census. Noyes 
says VF25 net F12 and tied for CC#8, his photo 
#28626. Comes with a long provenance that includes 
several prominent cent specialists.  Ex-Charles M. 
Williams, Numismatic Gallery #68, 11/1950:140-
Judge Thomas L. Gaskill, New Netherlands Coin Co. 
(privately) 11/56-Dorothy Paschal, New Netherlands 
Coin Co. #50, 12/57:1071-C. Douglas Smith-Darwin 
B. Palmer, Jr.-Dr. Robert J. Shalowitz-C. Douglas 
Smith 11/27/75-Jack Beymer 9/30/76-C. Douglas 
Smith 11/9/89-R. S. Brown, Jr., Superior 1/27/96:213-
Walter Husak; Goldberg’s / McCawley & Grellman 
09/14/08:341.

137.  1798 S156 R5+ Reverse of 1796 
VF20.  Although not listed in the Noyes census, this 
example clearly has claims to “sharpest known” for 
this rare variety.  That sharpness is solid VF35, and 
the coin faces up as a nice original example with 
attractive medium brown color.  The obverse has a 
solid nick in the top of the hair, plus some very minor 
overall buildup on the surfaces, but the eye appeal 
is very nice.  The reverse, however, is the reason 
for the net grade due to some scattered light pitting 
at the center plus some areas of darker corrosion 
around the edges.  Too bad, because otherwise this 
one would have claims to “finest known.”  Even 
with the minor problems, this one should easily be 
one of the top 6 examples for S156.  Late die state 
with a pronounced die crack across the bust tip.



The 2014 EAC Convention Sale, May 3, 2014

33

138. 1798 S-156 R5+ Reverse of 1796 PR1+. The 
obverse is Fair-2 while the reverse is nearly slick. The 
details on the obverse are consistent with a G4 grade, 
but the planchet is lightly corroded. Dark olive brown 
and steel. The date is strong and LIBERTY is weak 
but mostly readable, but the reverse is considerably 
weaker with only traces of the lower half of the 
wreath visible (especially the wreath under UNITED). 
Fortunately there is enough detail to identify the die 
variety. EDS, Breen state I, before the obverse die 
cracked. A very tough variety in any grade.  Ex-
Goldberg’s / McCawley & Grellman 02/03/13:284.

139. 1798 S157 R2 Style 1 Hair VF20.  A very 
attractive example with medium brown color that 
may not be completely original but is completely 
attractive.  A well-struck example with bold definition 
in the hair and with full bold rims on each side.  
VF25 or sharper, with a reduction to VF20+ due to 
some minor contact marks on both sides, including a 
tiny nick behind the ribbons and a small rim tick at 
obverse K2.  EDS, struck before the dies rusted.  A 
very attractive, very sharp example.

140. 1798 S160 R3 Style 1 Hair VF25. Sharper 
by at least 5 points but there are a half dozen light 
scratches hidden in the toning in the field before 
the portrait. The only other marks are a thin nick on 
the upper edge of the bust and a speck of planchet 
slag at the leaf tip under the A in STATES. Glossy 
light olive mixed with reddish chocolate brown. 
M-LDS, Breen state III, showing sharp die clash 
marks between the bust tip and dentils. Called VF35 
by Bland and C. Douglas Smith. Noyes VF35 net 
F15, photo #23916. Ex-William Rabin (Philadelphia 
coin dealer) 10/15/1949-C. Douglas Smith-G. Lee 
Kuntz, Superior 10/6/1991:181 (lot ticket included)-
Dr. Philip W. Ralls.
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141. 1798 S162 R4 Style 1 Hair F12+.  
Authenticated and graded by NGC as VF25.  Choice 
medium tan brown color with soft surfaces that 
exhibit only minor signs of contact.  These include 
several tiny nicks in the obverse fields, none heavy 
but enough to reduce the net grade to F12+.  Very 
attractive for the grade and variety.  Recorded in the 
Noyes condition census as #58413, F15 net F12 and 
tied CC18-20.

142. 1798 S163 R4 Style 1 Hair F15.  Five points 
sharper with some light contact marks on the obverse, 
the only notable one a disjointed hairline scratch from 
the 17 to the chin and into the field before the face. 
No corrosion or verdigris. Glossy chocolate and light 
olive brown. Early die state, Breen state I, before any 
obverse die cracks. Shallow low spots from debris on 
the die cover much of the area under the hair ribbon 
into the lower curls, but everything else is well struck. 
Called F15 and tied for CC#8 in the Bland census. 
Ex-Charles J. Dupont, Stack’s 9/54:221-Willard 
C. Blaisdell 8/7/78-C. Douglas Smith (comes with 
his typed envelope) 3/30/92-Eric Streiner, Superior 
10/11/92:96-Jack Robinson; Goldberg’s McCawley 
& Grellman 02/11/07:298; Clay Everhart; Colonel 
Steven K. Ellsworth.
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143. 1798 S165 R4 Style 2 Hair F15+.  Removed 
from an NGC VF30 holder, and the label remains 
with the coin.  EAC grade VF25 net F15+ due to 
a circular scrape well-hidden in the hair, plus some 
random tiny nicks and bumps on each side.  The color 
is a very dark chocolate brown with plenty of gloss 
and nice eye appeal. 

144. 1798 S165 R4 Style 2 Hair F12.  Sharpness 
VF20 with dark brown surfaces that are somewhat 
matte and that display very minor roughness under a 
strong glass.  There are no major marks to speak of. 

145. 1798 S167 R1 Style 2 Hair F12.  Sharpness 
VF20 but very dark glossy brown, nearly black, 
from light even porosity.  The surfaces are decent to 
the naked eye yet finely granular, and there are no 
significant marks to speak of.  M-LDS with multiple 
obverse and reverse die cracks, plus a pronounced 
rim break cud above the first T in STATES.

146. 1798 S170 R3 Style 2 Hair VF30.  Ten points 
sharper but recolored glossy chocolate and olive 
brown with frosty golden tan toning in protected 
areas on the obverse. The obverse is smooth but the 
reverse is covered with uniform very fine granularity. 
No verdigris or notable contact marks. A small patch 
of minor roughness at the bottom of the 9 is a good 
identifying mark. E-MDS, Breen state II. The die 
clashmarks at the throat are clear but the obverse 
is uncracked. Called EF45 net VF35 and tied for 
CC#8 in the Bland census.  Ex-Stack’s 6/1984:1288 
(there misattributed as S-169)-Del Bland-Dr. 
Thomas S. Chalkley, Superior 1/28/1990:359 (lot 
ticket included)-Dr. Philip W. Ralls-2002 EAC Sale, 
McCawley & Grellman Auctions 4/20/2002:268-Dr. 
Philip W. Ralls; Goldberg’s / McCawley & Grellman 
01/2/14:550.
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147. 1798 S177 R4+ Style 2 Hair G6.  A point 
sharper but with very fine roughness that is heaviest 
at the top left corner of both sides.  No major surface 
marks, but I do note tiny rim bumps at K12 and K6 
reverse.  Original dark steel and chocolate.  E-MDS, 
Breen II.  Ex-EAC 2013 05/04/13:189.

148. 1798 S178 R5+ Reverse of 1796 VG7.  A 
few points sharper but covered with uniform fine 
to moderate granularity.  No verdigris, and the only 
mark is a dull dent on the lower end of the hair ribbon.  
Slightly glossy chocolate and steel brown with darker 
olive in protected areas.  The date is bold and the 
legends are complete.  LDS, Breen state IV.  The single 
leaf feature at the top of the wreath (Reverse of 1796) 
is clear.  Now authenticated and graded by PCGS as 
G4, with “S-178 Reverse of 1795” and “Ellsworth” 
on the label.  Ex-EAC 2008 05/10/08:312; Colonel 
Steven K. Ellsworth collection.

149. 1798 S179 R3 Style 2 HairVF20+.  Five 
points sharper with traces of very fine roughness on 
the reverse and a few very light hairline scratches 
on the portrait, mostly on the bust.  No verdigris, 
and none of the defects is at all distracting.  Glossy 
steel brown and chocolate.  M-LDS, Breen state 
IV.  The repunched E feature in AMERICA is clear.  
Ex-Chris Victor McCawley 03/97; Jack Wadlington 
(The San Diego Cent Jar collection); EAC 2006 
05/06/06:171.

150. 1798 S180 R5+ Style 2 Hair G5.  VG7 with 
dark brown surfaces that show very minor roughness, 
visible only with a strong glass.  There are nearly NO 
marks to speak of, and the best identifying marker 
is a tiny pit between the lower hair ribbons on the 
obverse.  Recorded in the Noyes census as #25128 
VG7 net G5.  Rare LDS with TWO reverse rim break 
cuds, one at ATE and another at UN.
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151. 1798 S180 R5+ Style 2 Hair VG8+.  Another 
S180, this one a rare EDS with neither of the two 
reverse rim breaks that are demonstrated on the 
previous lot.  Sharp VF20 details with glossy dark 
brown color from an old cleaning.  The surfaces are 
lightly and evenly rough, plus there are some scattered 
patches of angry red corrosion on the reverse.  Called 
VG10 or F12 by several previous owners, but recorded 
in the Noyes census as VG10 net G6 #27782.  From 
the Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth collection, and prior 
owners include C. Douglas Smith, Walter Reed, Tom 
Reynolds, and Chris Victor McCawley.

152. 1798 S181 R3 Style 2 Hair VF25.  Noyes 
#31791 as VF30 net VF20 and tied for CC14-16.  
Formerly lot #210 from the EAC 2000 auction, 
where it was net-graded as VF25.  Certainly VF30 
sharpness, with some minor nicks on the obverse 
including a pinprick near the rim at K2, a tiny spot 
of green pitting behind the upper hair, and a solid 
nick in the drapery across the shoulder.  The reverse 
shows a half-dozen small patches of red corrosion 
that blend well into the patina and that are mostly 
inconsequential without a glass.  The color is a glossy 
olive and steel brown, most likely from a recoloring.  
EDS with minor die cracks through LIBERTY.



The 2014 EAC Convention Sale, May 3, 2014

38

153. 1798 S183 R5 Style 2 Hair G4.  VG7 
sharpness but the coin is very dark, nearly black, from 
strong overall porosity.  Additionally, both sides are 
covered with fine hairlines that are somewhat hidden 
by the roughness yet still visible to the naked eye.  
All details remain plainly visible, although the date 
is faint.

154. 1798 S185 R2 Style 2 Hair F12+.  The 
sharpness is VF25, but a variety of problems reduces 
the net grade to F12+.  These include several fine 
scratches covering both sides, a couple patches of 
green raised corrosion on the right side of the reverse.  
On the plus side, the details are strong and the color 
is medium brown.  Ex-Stacks Coin Galleries mail 
bid sale 07/17/96:337.

155. Lot of 2 Coins: 1798 S186 and 1801 S224 
in Rare Die States.  1798 S186 G5 net AG3 light 
corrosion, LDS Breen IX with retained cud at ITED; 
and 1801 S224 G4 net AG3 minor roughness, M-LDS, 
Breen IV, with reverse rim break developing above 
AME.  Lot of 2 coins.  Ex-EAC 2013 05/04/13:194.

156. 1798 S187 R1 VG8+ Style 2 Hair.  Sharpness 
in excess of F12, but the coin is a little blurry from 
light even porosity.  The obverse shows a half dozen 
tiny contact marks, plus a dull rim bump at IB.  The 
reverse also has a significant scrape from the I in 
UNITED to the leaf below.  MDS with heavy obverse 
cracks and cud in front of the face, but before the 
reverse cud at CA.

157. 1799/8 S188 R4 Overdate AG3+.  The 
obverse is fully G6; the reverse is just G4.  The key 
to this key date is the date itself, and on this coin, 
it’s actually quite strong, with the last 9/8 being 
especially bold.  The color is an original medium 
chocolate brown, and some minor roughness at the 
top right corner of the obverse accounts for the net 
grade.  Very nice for a low grade 1799/8, and the 
bold date is a huge plus.



The 2014 EAC Convention Sale, May 3, 2014

39

158. 1800/1798 S191 R3 Overdate Style 1 Hair 
VF20.  Sharpness VF25+, with very glossy medium 
brown surfaces from recoloring.  There are only 
minor signs of contact, and the overall eye appeal 
is very pleasing.  What appears to be a scratch in 
the right obverse field is actually a faint die crack, 
and the reverse also shows evidence of the late die 
state with heavy injuries to the dies plainly visible 
in multiple areas.  A very nice example, from the 
Bowers & Merena sale of June 2000, lot #118.

159. 1800/1798 S191 R3 Overdate Style 1 Hair 
VF20. Sharpness EF40 or slightly better but there are 
a few patches of shallow corrosion on the obverse, the 
largest one in the field before the face. No verdigris 
or significant contact marks, and most of the planchet 
is smooth and very attractive. Lightly cleaned and 
nicely retoned glossy chocolate brown, the reverse 
several shades lighter than the obverse. M-LDS, 
Breen state VI, showing extensive die failures on the 
reverse. Removed from a SEGS slab graded AU50 
with micro corrosion (SEGS label included).  Ex-
Goldberg’s / McCawley & Grellman 01/29/12:258.

160. 1800/79 S193 R4 Overdate Style 2 Hair 
VG10.  Authenticated and graded by PCGS as VF 
Details Damage or Tooling.  EAC sharpness grade 
VF20 with dark olive brown, greasy surfaces from 
even porosity.  I don’t see any damage or tooling 
aside from a few scattered marks, but the surface 
quality accounts for the net grade.  MDS with die 
crack through UN to the fraction.  From the Colonel 
Steven K. Ellsworth collection.

161. 1800/79 S194 R3 Overdate Style 2 Hair 
F15.  Authenticated and graded by PCGS as VF25, 
and formerly from the Jules Reiver collection, 
where it was graded VF30 by NGC.  The sharpness 
is certainly VF30, but the surfaces are a dusky 
brown and there are too many tiny nicks on each 
side to ignore.  MDS with injuries at RTY and with 
several tiny rim break cuds along the bottom of the 
reverse.  Ex-George Ramont; Jules Reiver; Heritage 
01/06:19450; M. Scott Barrett; Shawn A. Yancey.
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162. 1800/79 S196 R1 Overdate Style 2 Hair 
VF25.  Sharpness just a bit better, with glossy and 
attractive medium brown color with excellent eye 
appeal.  One notable mark on each side, including 
a dull nick behind the hair ribbons and an equally 
meaningless rim tick on the reverse above IC.  A few 
other tiny nicks can be seen with a glass.  The details 
are very sharp, especially the definition in the hair, 
and the eye appeal is excellent.

163. 1800 S199 R4 Normal Date VG8+.  An 
original, glossy dark chocolate brown example 
with solid VG10+ details.  There is a faint scratch 
on the reverse from IT in UNITED to ON in ONE 
that accounts for the net grade.  The scratch is well-
blended into the patina but still visible to the naked 
eye.  Very late die state with several light die cracks 
on the reverse and heavy failure at the O in OF.

164. 1800 S199 R4 Normal Date F12+.  Very 
sharp, at least VF20, possiblly cleaned and recolored.  
Very dark chocolate brown fields are offset by 
golden brown highpoints.  It’s not unattractive by 
any measure, it’s just not original.  No significant 
marks to call out from either side.  Very late die state 
with several light die cracks on the reverse and heavy 
failure at the O in OF.

165. 1800 S202 R4+ Normal Date G6.  F12 
details, but dark and greasy from an evenly and 
thoroughly porous planchet.  There are no significant 
marks to speak of, but the nearly black color and the 
planchet quality leave a lot to be desired.  Late die 
state with strong obverse die crack behind the lower 
curls, and heavy swelling on the reverse at STATES.  
From the Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth collection.


